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THE MONTH. 
Tue anxiety concerning the critical position of our national affairs which cast a very 
deep gloom over the beginning of the month was very much alleviated during its 
progress. The contemplation of an immediate outbreak of hostilities between this 
country and Russia had called forth much serious thought and earnest prayér on the 
part of the Christian public. We may regard it as an answer to their pleadings and 
petitions that a more favourable turn was given to the matters in dispute, so that 
war has been avoided for the present. We have been spared the immense sacrifice 
of life which would otherwise have taken place, and that straining of our resources 
which must have occasioned much distress throughout the community, Our 
sincerest thanks are due to Almighty God for His kindness to us in thus ordering 


events so as to secure the preservation of peace, A serious crisis like the present 
one should not be forgotten as soon as it is over. We should seek more and more 


in the condact of our public affairs to recognize the Sovereign Ruler, and carry out | 


in our government and policy the principles of His holy law. We cannot expect to 
be favoured with His guardianship if we do not set ourselves to do His will. Our 
responsibilities as rulers of India have also been forced more emphatically on our 
notice. We have done much for the subject millions of that vast empire, but there 
is yet a great deal more to do. The hope of India becoming a Christian country 
must be associated with persistent effort on our part to diffuse the knowledge of the 
Gospel among its teeming population. Our missions ought to be reinforced with 
large additions to their staff, and more liberally supplied with the means of carrying 
on their blessed work. Should the time ever come when we lose the sovereignty of 
India, it would be a noble monument if we leave behind us civilization, enlightenment, 
and the Christian faith. The best title to retain our rule is that we use it for the 


highest good of those who are subject to our sway. 


The month of May has a character in London which is peculiar and striking. 
No other city in the kingdom presents the same feature, nor is there any parallel to 
it in any other country. This characteristic cosists in the extraordinary number of 
meetings held in connexion with religious and charitable organizations. It might 
seem as if they jostled too much with each other by so many of them 
being held about the same time. The plan, however, has been found to 
work well in practice. It certainly possesses the advantage of enabling visitors from 
the country to be present at several of the gatherings during their short stay in the 
metropolis. The different schemes which are advocated on these occasions appear 
rather to benefit one another by exciting # generous interest in each other's welfare. 


J 
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The number of the meetings, the frequent largeness of the attendance, and the 
character of the reports presented at them are well fitted to impress the mind with 
an idea of the Yast amount of Christian life and energy which exist among us. So 
many societies could not be carried on were it not for a devoted spirit throughout 
the Church, leading to a steady flow of generous gifts, and to much personal consecra- 
tion in many forme of labour. We observe that the depression in the commercial 
world has had some effcet in diminishing the income in some quarters, while in 
others it has not told so powerfully. Perhaps there is a little too much of that sort 
of economy which begins to retrench with what is given to the cause of God. Ona 
general review, however, of the reports which have been made public, we shall find 
that there is much reason to be grateful that God has put it into the hearts of His 
servants to give so ungradgingly for carrying forward the interests of His kingdom. 
It is our highest honour to be called to be fellow-workers with Him by giving of our 
means and toil to accomplish the ends He has in view. 


The meeting of the month in which our own readers were more specially 
interested was the Conversazione in connexion with the Evangelical Alliance, which 
was held at Regent’s Park on the afternoon of Tuesday, May 12th. Although the 
meeting lasted for only two hours, it proved » pleasant and interesting gathering. 
We may take this opportunity, farther, of mentioning that, in compliance with the 
very cordial invitation addressed to them from Glasgow, the Council of the Alliance 
have resolved to hold the Annual Conference in that city during the first week in 
October. Fuller information will be made public after the necessary arrangements 
have been completed. One of the very earliest meetings of the Alliance was held | 
in Glasgow some forty years ago, op which occasion all, or almost all, the eminent 
Christian men who inaugurated the movement were present. The hospitality of the 
commercial capital of Scotland has become proverbial, and we have no doubt that the 
friends who may favour the Conference with their presence will be welcomed with the 
utmost cordiality. The questions which divide the Scottish Churches are, perhaps, 
very little understood out of Scotland, but the fact is recognized everywhere that a 
very stardy form of Christian piety has been nurtured in that coantry. There seem 
to be disturbing elements at present at work among the Scottish Churches, but 
under the controversies which appear on the surface there exists a great deal of that 
spirit of Christian liberality which the Alliance seeks to foster. Glasgow has been 
remarkable for the amount of effort which has been put forth on behalf of the poorer 
classes of working people. The Wynd Mission followed in the track of Dr. Chalmers’ 
Evangelization scheme, and first succeeded in effecting a change in the very worst 
localities of the city. The Glasgow Foundry-boys’ Society has become well known 
for the good work it has done. We do not know any place in Britain where the 
friends of the Evangelical Alliance would be in a better position to ascertain what 
methods of toil are telling most abundantly for good on the lapsed and semi-heathen 
population of our great cities. 


In connexion with the subject of the condition of the poor, we may notice that 
the Royal Commission on the Housing of the Working Classes published two reports 
during the month. The first of these papers deals with the condition of things ip 
England, and more especially in London; while the second is occupied exclusively 
with Scotland. The causes which have led to the present state of ov 
and misery are enumerated, and some remedies are suggested. It is acknowledged 
that, great as the evils are at present, yet they are considerably less than existed 
thirty years ago. This gives encouragement for the future, especially since the 
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question has been taken up so seriously by the Government and by the country. The 
remedies which the Commissioners recommend are of a political and administrative 
kind as it was natural to expect. The only remark they make on the question of 
Temperance is the unsatisfactory one that poverty and drunkenness act and react on 
each other. They show also that the blame for the present state of things does not 
lie so much on the law itself as on the apathy of those who should administer it. 
Whatever Parliament may do im the matter, however, it is evident that the Chris- 
tian Church must not relax its most earnest efforts to cope with the evil. It has 
been now authoritatively ascertained that there was no exaggeration whatever in 
the statements which startled the public when they appeared in the “ Bitter Ory,” 
and in the letters of Mr. George Sims. -There is no city in the world where the con- 
trasts of poverty and wealth are more sharply marked than they are in London, bat 
there is also no city in the world in which there is so much money spent and so mach 
effort pat forth on behalf of the outcast and the wretched. The task, however, is so 
gigantic and so urgent, that all that has yet been dune should be looked on as only 
an earnest of what, by the grace of Christ, we shall yet be enabled to do. Great 
cities have always been in the past the homes of great sins, but we believe the time 
will come when these darker elements of our social life shall be entirely removed 
through the purifying infinence of the trath, made effective by the Holy Spirit. 


An event took place during the month which had long been anxiously looked 
for. The Revised Version of the Old Testament was published. Early copies had 
previously been presented to Convocation, and also to Her Most Gracious Majesty. 
The event is one of interest to the whole Christian world. Even the scholars and 
divines of the Roman Catholic Church have a concern in the readings and render- 
ings that have been adopted. To the Protestant public, however, among whom the 
stady of the Scriptures is not proscribed to the laity, the new version comes as a 
welcome boon. The objections that were made in many quarters when the great 
task was first undertaken have quite died away. Men are no longer afraid that 
reverence for the Word of God will be utterly destroyed unless the familiar 
authorized version is regarded as perfect and immaculate. A more rational view 
has come to be taken when it has been found that the publication of the Revised 
New. Testament has served to stimulate an intelligent study of Scriptare We 
do not purpose at present to consider the Old Testament critically, but may observe, 
in passing, that it appears on the face of it to be more conservative in following 
closely on the lines of the authorized version than the New Testament was. No 
doubt the public will be favoured with very copious notices of it from the pens 
both of English and American writers. Meanwhile, we trust that the book itself 
will be extensively read; and if it be so in a thonghtfal and reverent spirit, it 


cannot fail to do good. 


Among the societies for Christian effort which stand on an undenominational 
basis, none occupy a higher place than the British and Foreign Bible Society and 
the Religious Tract Society. These two, with some smaller associations which work 
on the same lines, supply the hands of missionaries and other Christian labourers 
with the needfal material for disseminating the truth far and wide. They farnish 
the seed while the missionary societies send forth the men to sow it. The report of 
the Bible Society was a singularly gratifying one this year. It stated that no such 
figures as enumerated the issues of the past year were ever before employed; no 
such funds were ever received before, no such field had ever been previously cultivated. 
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made, with a balance remaining towards the engagements of the year; and had to 
record « circalation of 4,000,000 of copies, in whole or in part, during the year. 
This circulation exceeded by 1,000,000 that of the previous year, and was more than 
250,000 beyond the highest figures ever reached before. This had been the year of 
the Penny Testament, of which 955,000 copies had in nine months been taken out of 
the society’s hands. Unusual activity had characterized the work of the society 
among the women of India, while unexpected progress had to be recorded in every 
field of labour. 


It was a gratifying circumstance that Lord Shaftesbury was so far restored to 
health as to be able to preside at this meeting. He remarked that this was the first 
public daty he had been able to perform for about twelve months, owing to ill-health ; 
but he was very pleased to be present that day, as he had been regularly for thirty 
years, especially when they had such « satisfactory report. He emphasized the 
importance of the great movement during the year—the publication of the Penny 
Testament. He believed that the Committee and the public at large had no concep- 
tion of the great work that had been set on foot in that step, nor of the mighty 
shower of blessings which would undoubtedly follow. His Lordship was convinced 
that in no period of the history of the world was there such a thirst for Bible know- 
ledge amongst the lowest classes, as was testified to by the large attendance of 
ragged lads at Bible classes. He thought they only needed to multiply institations, 
and they would be surprised at the numbers who would come to them. 


The Report of the Tract Society was, unfortunately, not so bright in every par- 
ticular as might have been wished. The Rev. Dr. White stated that the accounts 
showed a decrease of £4,821, as compared with the receipts of the previous year. 
This was almost wholly accounted for by the decrease of £4,366 in the missionary 
funds of the society. An earnest appeal was made for a permanent increase of the 
society's missionary funds, to provide for the greatly increased calls upon its aid. 
Special attention had been directed to works illustrative of Christian missions, of 
the fields in which they were carried on, and their modes of operation. The society 
had assisted publication work in four new languages, raising the total number of 
languages in which it has published to 172. The “ Pilgrim’s Progress” had now, 
by the help of the society, been published in seventy languages. 


In regard to the work of Christ on the Continent, it is satisfactory to note that 
in the comparatively quiet and humble department of Sanday-schools a steady ex- 
‘tension is taking place. The report-in connexion with the Continental Branch of the 
Sanday-school Union, given at the annual breakfast in Exeter Hall, showed that 
considerable progress had been made in the extension of Sunday-schools in France, 
Sweden, Holland, Norway, Denmark, Germany, and Switzerland. Fourteen mis- 
sionaries are now employed, and two others are just being engaged. The reports 
read from the different missionaries show that they are able greatly to help the 
existing schools, as well as to start new schools where at present none are held. Mr. 
Frederickson, the missionary to Norway, gave an interesting account of the work he 
is carrying on in that country. Pastor Hubert, of Christiania, reported upon the 
steps which had been taken for the formation of a Sunday-school Union in Norway, 
and the progress being made in the Sunday-schools there. 


We have great pleasure in calling the notice of our readers to the fact that the 
Mildmay Park Conference for the present year will atone the 24th, 25th, and 


it 


harvest field, both at home and abroad. They also ask Christian 
join them in earnest prayer, that our gracious God and Father may be 
pleased to use this Milimay Conference to the stirring up the seal of all His child- 
ren to “‘ work while it is called to-day,” and that He will fulGl His own promise to 
“‘ direct their work in trath.” We have no doubt that many of our readers will be 
present on this interesting occasion, and we trust most sincerely that the hopes of 
the promoters will be abandantly fulfilled. 


The friends of Missions in China were pleased to observe, in a letter addressed to 
the Editor of Word and Work, that Mr. Hudson Taylor had arrived safely with his 


Christians to have been helped and refreshed in the course of the voyage.” A corre- 
spondent of the Presbyterian sends the information that when Messrs. Smith and 
Studd, and the other Cambridge men, passed through Singapore on their way to. 
China, his Highness the Maharajah of Johor became aware of it, and immediately 
sent an invitation to them to visit Johor, where he would have entertained them 
with his usual hospitality. The short stay the steamer made prevented any of them 


accepting his kind invitation. His Highness has just given portions of land to the 


Episcopalians and to the English Presbyterians whereon to build churches and 
mission houses. 

Missionary Societies, unlike the Bible and the Tract Societies, must necessarily 
be connected with some special branch of the Church of Christ. Some, indeed, have 
been formed originally on an undenominational basis, but even these have shown a 
tendency to come finally under the control of some particular body of Christians. 
There has been less of mere sectarianism, however, about mission work than about 
other branches of Church labour. Christians of every name have learned to rejoice 
most heartily in each other’s success in conquering the dark places of heathenism, 
and have welcomed each other as most precious reinforcements in the dattle against 
ignorance, superstition, and cruelty. Early in the month the anniversary meetings 
took place in connexion with the Church Missionary Society. The Earl of 
Chichester’s reference to the portrait of himself presented to the society, teaching 
him a usefal and humbling lesson, and his allusion to his fifty years’ presidency 
having brought him fifty years nearer the Ssviour's coming, were very touching. 
The Bishop of London was one of the principal speakers. His speech was a noble 
appeal to seize the present remarkable opportunities and send the Gospel to all 
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26th of the present month. The subject selected for consideration is one which 
follows suitably on that of last Conference. Then it was the “ Knowledge of God” 
Ded? of Gn ent to bo by tho Gervise of 
general subject be taken up under six subdivisions, occupying 
respectively the successive portions of each day, in the following order: Wednesday, 
party at Shanghai. Mr. Taylor requests that thanksgiving and praise should be 
offered on his behalf; and, in speaking of the voyage, says: “ We had several oppor- 
tunities of speaking for the Master on shore, as well as regular meetings for Bible 
reading and prayer on board. Two persons professed to receive Christ, and several 

| 

| 
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lands, delivered with all Dr. Temple's characteristic force and energy. His argu- 
ment that the increased facilities of communication which science had established 
between almost all lands were not only channels for greater commerce and laxury, 
but, by making the way of the spreading of the Gospel far easier than it had ever 
been before, were a distinct call from God to us, must have struck many; and with 
no faltering voice did he urge that now was not the time to draw in, bat the present 
was an opportunity to bestow ourselves on the work with greater earnestness. 
Among the other speakers was the Rev. H. W. Webb-Peploe, whose speech was « 
grand termination to a grand meeting. No one could help being struck with the 
solemn manner in which he pressed home upon each individual his responsibility in 
missionary work. There came over the meeting that stillness which comes when 
any one from the heart is speaking into the hearts of those before him. At the 
evening meeting, the speech of the Rev. J R. L. Hall had a special interest from 
its containing personal reminiscences of the late General Gordon, whom Mr. Hall 
first saw at Jaffa. “At the close of my visit to my friends, I said to General Gordon 
that it would give Mrs. Hall and myself much pleasure, supposing he stayed any 
time in Jaffa, if he would come and see us, He, however, met my invitation rather 
coldly, and said he would not stay long in Jaffa. Five or six weeks after, I went to 
Haifa to visit the missionary who was working there. On going into the coffee 
room of the hotel, I saw on the floor an English saddle, and I felt quite sure, | 
though I hardly knew why, that that saddle belonged to General Gordon. I was 

right The next morning the door of my room opened, and in stepped General 
Gordon, and we at once became great friends. He said, ‘I have been praying for 
you ever since I left Jaffa. That day [ pat your name down in my prayer-list, and I 
have been remembering you in prayer ever since. He seemed to be in sorrow. 
_ He said to me, ‘Il am very restless; I came here for rest and quiet, to stady the 
Word of God, and at the same time to discover different sacred sites. I am not satisfied ; 
I am restless ; [ want Christian work.’” Mr. Hall continues his narrative, telling how 
Gordon drew the plans for the Mission-house at Nablous, how he was summoned to 
go to the Congo, and how, instead of this, he went to Khartoum. “On the very day 
that he arrived there, he wrote to us, ‘I am just visiting the capital of your bleck 
brethren, have bad a most prosperous journey, and been well received (half taxes 
would make any one well received!).’ He sent a namber of messages to his 
friends. He said,‘ The events of this life are of no importance except as they 
affect us individually. Self cannot satisfy us—only our Lord can do that; so you 
both in Jaffa are learning the same lesson with me in this place’ I have not time 
to tell you more about General Gordon, bat I should like to read an extract from 
the last letter that we received from him. He writes from Khartoum under very 
solemn feelings, surrounded as he was by the troops of the Mahdi, with no possi- 
bility of eseape, feeling, no doubt, that within another month the gates pf the town 
may be thrown open to let in those troops, and that not only himself may be killed, 
but all the people around him. He says, ‘Jt is a sort of position where one may say 
one has no hope bat in our Lord. This ought to saffice to us, bat till one knows 
his position one cannot realize what it is to say,“ We know what to do, but our 
eyes are upon Thee” (2 Chron. xx. 12). The revolt would be nothing if we bad any 
forees at all, but these we lack, and I am (it is odd to write it) obliged to trust to 
God alone; as if He was not enough.’” 


The London Missionary Society bes become practically the society through 
whieh the Congregationalists carry on their missionary labours. The report for the 
present year had some discouraging aspects, especially in reference to the financial 


of 
lower than they had been, with one exception, during the last fifteen years, 
increase in the general contributions had not met the growth of expenditure. 
The society, therefore, after withdrawing from special funds and reserves as niach 
as was prodent, ended the year with a debt of £11,478. The Rev. Dr. Le D. Bevan, 
of Highbury Quadrant, said their churches and colleges had young men for the 


the last thirty years. They did not want Government help, but rather that the 
Christian public should have more personal contact with missionary labour. The 
Rev. M. Phillips, of Salem, South India, declared that if he could maltiply himself 
a thousand fold he should not lack hearers in India. He was convinced from twenty- 
three years’ experience in India, and by the marvellous rate of progress in Chrivtian 
converts during the last decade, that Christianity would not and could not fail to 
rescue larger numbers from heathenism. Christianity was gradually arousing the 
serious thought of the people, gradually undermining heathenism, and gradually 
transferring the allegiance of the people to Jesus Christ. Were it not for caste, he 
believed that there would be millions in India declaring themselves Christians 


to-morrow. 


The Baptist Missionary Meeting took place a few days earlier than that of the 
London Missionary Society. The interest of this Mission has of late centred s good 
deal in the work on the Congo, and it was therefore appropriate that the Rev. J. T. 
Comber should be one of the speakers, as he has taken « prominent part in the 
labours in that quarter. In closing a graphic and stirring speech, Mr. Comber 
said: “Twenty men and twenty women for the Congo Mission were wanted—the 
best of our young men, some of the best and most efficient Sunday-school teachers, 


men from our college halls, from desk and workshop—men of stable, reliable Christian 


character and experience—men who will be ready to give ap good prospects and — 


good positions in England, and go out to work upon the Congo.” 


Besides the more ordinary class of May meetings, there sre some of a more dis- 
tinctly ecclesiastical character, inasmuch as they represent the organization of 
churches and uot simply of societies. The Congregational Union met under sad and 
solemn circumstances, as the Rev. Dr. Rees, the Chairman of the Union, had died a 
fortnight before the meeting. The funeral of this much respected minister took 
place at Swansea on the 5th of May, and the attendance on the occasion was one of 
the largest ever witnessed in the Principality. He was the author of the “History 
of Nonconformity in Wales,” and also, in conjunction with the Rev. Dr. Thomas, of 
the “History of the Independent Churthes of Wales” Hewas « most prolific 
writer for the Welsh periodicals, and of his “ Notes on the Bible for Families” ten 


= 


By? 


| 


June 1, 1888.) EVANGELIOAL CHRISTENDOM. 167 

position. It stated that in the Central African Mission soch delays and disappoint 

ments bad taken place that some of the members of the mission had been in great 

peril, and the progress of the work had been much impeded. The hostile attitade of 

France towards Madagascar continued unchanged, and had cansed great incon- 

venience and uncertainty in the necessary arrangements for the mission. Cholera 

had touched the mission circle in South India. In consequence of the Franéo- 

Chinese imbroglio, the missionaries had been at one time not free from peril. The 

action of the French authorities in the Loyalty Islands in relation to education and 

Obristian work hed made it necessary to consider the advisability of entirely with. 

drawing the society's missionaries from that group of islands. Financially, the 

work, but their members must supply the funds. The proverbial guinea annually 

remained among them, notwithstanding the increased prosperity of England daring 
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thousand copies have been sold. Dr. Rees also displayed the greatest attivity in 
promoting the building of English Congregational churches, in order to keep pace 


In connexion with the Baptist Spring Anniversary, the Rev. Dr. 5S. G. Green 
delivered the presidential address at Bloomsbury Chapel, and selected for his topic 
“Bigns of Revival.” He said that where there is life there will be conscious 
strength, a déeper insight into God's revealed truth, and « greater stress laid on 
goodness, as the index and result of a heart right with God. After touching on the 
altered conditions of society, he wound up his remarks by saying that “it is Christ 
that men want—a Christ who toaches human life at every point, and in so touching 
it, lifts earth to heaven. To me it appears the sarest condition and most hopefal 
sign of revival that with quickened buman sympathies, larger thoughts of God, and 
an intenser appreciation of what Jesus Christ is to mankind, our ministers and 
teachers are making Him to live again amongst men. A revived church is a church 
in fellowship with the living Christ. Our modes of thought may change, our 
opinions may be modified, we may learn and unlearn many things, but Jesus Christ 
is the same, yesterday, and to-day, and for ever.” At the prayer-meeting, the address 
was delivered by the Rev. C. H. Spurgeon. He said: “Christ will never have 
anything to do with lukewarm prayers. They must be the pang and throes in the . 
Church for the redemption of men. We have not reached that intensity of anguish 
for the perishing multitudes which I hope no novelties of doctrine will help you to 
lose.” The Home Mission sermon was preached in the City Temple, by Dr. Clifford, 
on the subject, “ Christianity the True Socialism.” He showed that Christ creates 
enthusiasm, supplies an ideal, and gives character. The rule of successful labours is 
“ One man to one man, soul to soul, heart to heart, life to life.” 


The various branches of the Presbyterian body have been holding their synods 
or general assemblies. The missionary spirit has shown itself this year in perhaps 
an unusual degree. Not only have the meetings been most enthusiastic at which 
the subject of Missions was taken up, but the funds contributed for missionary pur- ¢ 
poses have been sustained or even enlarged, although the finances of the churches _ 
have suffered a little in other respects. The question of Union has not been 
prominently brought forward. Though it has been touched on, nothing of any great 
importance has yet been done in regard to the movement respecting the relation 
of the Church to the Confession of Faith. The idea cherished in some quarters 
that the Presbyterian churches are ready to abandon their well-known doctrines 
will prove to be a delusion. Even those who advocate some change in the expres- _ 
sion desire to retain the substance of the views of evangelical truth which these 
churches have always maintained. 


LITERARY. 


We are glad to welcome another instalment of “ The People’s Bible,” from the Rev. 
Dr. Parker (Hazell, Wateon, and Viney). The present volume takes up the Book 
of Exodus, beginning with general notes on the book as a whole, then taking a series 
of special subjects, and finally giving us a number of brief paragraphs, entitled 
“Handfals of Purpose.” Dr. Parker justly remarks that in order to understand — 


Liverpool, the bosom friend and life-long comrade of Dr. Rees, was elected to fill his 
vacant place, and in the course of his own address read an extract from the address 
which had been prepared by Dr. Rees. 
| 
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almost any book, it is necessary to read it right through at before settling | 
down to critical consideration of the exact perposss of the writer ha each esction of 


-_ 


The name of Samuel Rutherford is one peculiarly dear to the piety of Scotland, 
but by no means unfamiliar to the hearts of God's children; and in all parts of the 
Christian Church he is best known by bis letters, in which his intense love for the 


* 


family of one who knew its value. This MS. is the property of James Eccles 
Russel, Esq., and it has been skilfully deciphered by the Rev. J. H. Thompson, of 
the Free Church, Hightae. We are sure many will find much benefit and comfort 
in reading these “Quaint Sermons of Samuel Rutherford " ( Hodder and Stoughton). 


4 


A book with a curious title has reached us—namely, “ Kissing: its Curious 

Bible Mentions,” by James Neil, u.a., formerly Incumbent of Christ's Church, 

. Jerusalem (Simpkin, Marshall and Co.) A great many passages are quoted with 

very careful attention to reproduce the exact force and theaning of the original. The 

— central idea of the book is that the “holy kiss” enjoined by the apostles was 

“ “intended to teach the Church of God that, as believers, all its members were to 

meet on a friendly and equal footing, and in a way that was to remind them of their 

common brotherhood in Christ. All distinctions of caste and rank among the 

people of the Lord, when gathered together in the character of His people, should 
therefore be completely laid aside.” 


Miss Skinner, of Bath, continues her good work of addressing Friendly Letters 
to various classes, giving a word suitable and seasonsble for each. Exhortations 
adapted to special circumstances, and at once judicious and sympathetic, are very 
likely to reach home when more general and perhaps vague advice would be little | 
- heeded. The letters in French are issued from Drammond’s Tract Dept, Stirling, the 
latest we have seen being addressed, “ Aux Soldate” and “ Aux Membres du Clergé 
Catholique.” Captain Dawson’s series of small book tracts, entitled “ Living and 
Working ” (Shaw and Co.), are very scriptural and carnest. 


oHowing this plan in the present instance, Dr. Parker says: “ A con- 
tinuous perusal of the Book of Exodus from end to end leaves upon my mind the 
impression that there is in it the protoplasm of the whole action of God in the 
complete sphere of human history: in other words, I have not met with any phase 
of divine revelation or ministry which is not to be traced in at least a dawning 
outline in this second book of Moses.” Dr. Parker traces the successive appearance 
of revelation, battle song, law sanctuary, and sacrifice ; winding up this general 
view with the following striking words: “Nevermore shall we get rid of blood. 
There was a mystery about its being sprinkled on the door-posts of Exypt—a 
mystery about the Paschal Lamb; that mystery will now follow us to the end, and 
reappear in a heavenly anthem. It may be that the blood will become the true 
refinement, and that what we once accounted precious shall be less than nothing 
when compared with its infinite value.” The “ Handfals of Purpose” are remark- | 
ably sugggestive, and often quaint and beautiful, and furnish snatches of the best 
| 
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SABBATH OBSERVANCE IN BELGIUM. 
(Extract from the Bpecch delivered in the Belgian Chamber by the Mimseter for 
Ravlwey:, 


” Arren reviewing the opinion of his prede- 
comor, M. Olai, who had come wo the con- 
clusion that it would be impossible to satisfy 


tions to aday of repose to be these—*‘ ist. The 
employ éa, who are paid by the month, would, 
if exempt on the Sunday, not give their full 
complement of work. fod. Those who are 


+ 


moment. The arrangements already agreed 
to have met with no opposition whatever 
either on the part of the public or the press, 


by me, and 
I am about to take for the end 


Telegraphs, and Post Office.) 


possible, and thea in relays. 


curtailment of that will take place to 
detriment of the public advantage and 
quirements, In England and Germany, 
reduction in their namber takes plece on the 
Sabbath, As yet, Belyiam is not ripe for 
such @ movement. A great reform, it scems 


be withdrawn. The traffic, properly 

aged, could be perfectly carried on wi 

them. Hundreds of goods trains ran on 

Sunday, so thet trade is not suffering any 
ion of these 


best friend, and I believe that in doing them 
all partion, and therefore thought it unadvis- | justice and in getting this rest for them | 
able to make any change in favour of Sabbath | am #0. < 
rest, the present Minister said :— “Now my reforms are theses: In those 
; My honourable predecessor stated the objec- | great central workshops wherein thousands of 
hands are employed in effecting repairs, there 
all work has ceased to be done on the Sab- 
bath, save in urgent cases, when the heads of 
such establishments have to jostify their pro- 
paid by the day would have a day's less pay. | ceedings to the directors, Now, is this a 
Im both cases there would necessarily be «| mistake? Scarcely so. I¢ will be asked, per- 
; dimination of wages ; or else,in order to satiefy | haps, why thisis not a mistake, Simply be- 
cause engineers, stokera, etc., are all equally 
treated, and their full pay guaranteed to them 
salary or pay. Incon-| by a State edict, they agreeing to work on the 
sacrifice for the em- | week days a certain namber of hours extra in 
the State, seem to me to | order to make up the labour not given on 
the Sunday. In the lesser workshops or offices 
| there, but care is taken to have as little done 
re. 
| consideration, I should like, however, now | or large towns) for the tran-p»rt of goods are 
| loved after the mid-day despatch. made 
| parcels and quantity of geods sent to the 
offices for the afternoon despatch, and I foand 
| apd by the persons benefiting by them have | that generally ouly a very few parcels, and in 
| been hailed and accepted with great and | some cases none at all, were expedited by 
legitimate satisfaction. In not a single in- | this means, Was it, therefore, necessary to 
stance have we met with recrimination, [| keep men there waiting about, virtually do- 
ing nothing | 
“ With regard to the passenger traffic, no ae 
; to me, would be comtpromised by urging this 
prematurely. 
“ A large number of goods trains must neces- 
earily rua on Sundays, I have, however, 
found from strict statistical inquiries that, 
without interfering in the slightest way with 
commercial requirements, 250 traina could 
suspected. The various functionaries and 
agents in the branches of the public service 
which I represent here do not resent these 
changes. Ou the contrary, they approve, 
and have stated openly their confidence in | would save labour and time. It is clear to 
| the justice and rightness of my intention. every one present, I think, that some relief 


ve 


it 


— 
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should go, 
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crises and outbursts 
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descendants of the Hugnenots would uot The Salvation Army is following on, and 
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herself, and represeati 


a distin- 
8. Crozier, 
the 1 4th, 
interest - 


of 


Susan 


“ May 4, 1885. 


“Considerable interest has been excited 
, Mrs. 


We have received the followi 
the Rev. Teofilo Gay, 
the 
lad 


here of late 


i 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
ITALY. 
ng letter from | ing and instructive entertainments. She ex- 
—— hibited, with a powerful magic lantern, three 
g spleadid sets of dissolving views, painted by 
the principal places 
Holland and. Switzerland, 
; pt the Holy Land, the accompanying 
it who gave the Floreative public, o lecture being given by the Rev. Teofilo Gay, 
16th, and 18:h of April, three D.D., who has visited these places, and de- 


their 
all 


you 
our 
you 
you 
you 


there is a hell 7’ 
there is 


believe in Purgatory 1’ ‘ No.’ ‘ Bat 


Christ alone is the Head of the Church, 
because He alone is dead for our sins and 
risen for our justification, and now, at the 


right hand of the Father, He is interceding for 
us.” They seemed charmed to have found out 
that I did believe. ‘ We also are believers,’ 
added they, ‘ because we are true Catholics.’ 
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sands will come in God’s own time, I have 
no doubt. 


BOHEMIA. 


Tas Rev. H. A. Schauffler writes, in the 
Herald, a very interesting sketch 

the late Pastor Schubert, of Krabschitz, in 
Bohemia: “Not many years ago he was 
groping in the twilight of rationalism, while 
his active soul sought vent in national politics 
and ardent patriotism ; but the Lord brought 
influences to bear on him “which resulted in 
his becoming, before all else, a living Chris- 
tian, and a most active and successful leader 
iu the great work of evangelizing Bohemia 
and Moravia. No one of the small but grow- 
ing band of believing ministers of the Bo- 


lemian and Muravian Reformed Church had 


a deeper insight into the lamentable spiritual 
condition of that Charch and of the Bohemian 
nation, or @ keener perception of the right 
remedies to be used, and wo one applied the 
right means more devotedly, wisely, and 
energetically, than Wenzel Schabert.” He it 
was who established the Krabschitz Lnstitate, 
as a place of education, including a claw 
for the training of He was his 


owe architect and builder. Mr. Schauffler 
says: “‘ Dr. L. H. Galick will remember how 
we once found him amid heaps of stones and 
timber, putting up the building for the school, 
which, under his fostering care, became # 
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‘Protestants?’ ‘Oar Chorch existed 
| before Calvin and Luther, and consequently 
long before the name of Protestants was in- 
vented.’ ‘But you are not Christians?’ 
| * We are Christians.’ ‘Do you believe in the 
Holy Trinity?’ ‘Ofcourse wedo.’ At this 
t point they both took off their bate and rose on 
| feet, and the questioning continued. 
| believe in the inspiration?’ With 
heart; and here is Bible,’ 
believe 1’ * Yea’ 
) who believe in Him.’ I pulled out my Bible 
) and read to them the passages bearing on 
: | this point. My companions were evidently 
| delighted and moved, whilst they said to each 
other, ‘They are really believers.’ Then 
| | they went on questioning, ‘ Do you consider | have in common witt ins teac 
| Mary as the mother of God?’ ‘ We say with | culing their doctrines and their priests, is the 
| . the credo [«postolical creed], that Jesus was | best way to reach their hearts and to do the 
torn of the Virgin Mary.’ ‘ Indeed, you bave | will of Him who was meek, and who came to 
| the credo?’ ‘To besure, and “ our Father,” | seek and to save the lost.” I quite agree with 
| ’ and the Commandments, etc., etc.’ The | this opinion of my friend, Signor Pons. When 
| astonishment was increasing. ‘ But, then, you | our fellow countrymen (I mean those who 
| | are Christians ?' ‘We believe so.’ ‘And | still have religious wants) will have found out 
| what do you think of the Pope?’ The | that it is not true that we are infidels, free- 
Pope is one of my neighbours whom Christ 
| tells me I must love as myself.” ‘Then you 
. don’t hate him?’ ‘Not at all.’ ‘But do 
you believe in him, as the head?’ ‘No; 
| 
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spiritual lighthouse for all Bobemia and Mo- 
whither crowds flocked at the anni- 


of the cause, and look only to the effect on 
the nextelection.” 

We learn from the American papers that a 
Christian Convention has been held at Pitts- 
of Mr. Moody. 
The people of all classes at these 
various services from a distance of a hundred 
miles around. One of the secular papers of 


the city says that such representative audi- 
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hear two sermons a week and criticise them ;’ 
“There isn’t a trath my soul needs to know, 
bat the Holy Ghost will teach it to me if I'll 
let Him ;” “The God of Pentecost still 
lives.” When Mr. Moody met the ministers 
at the close of the meetings, by their request, 
and still more when nearly a hundred pastors 

to consalt and pray in the Young 
Men’s Christian Association rooms, there was 
an eatnest determination to carry on the 
aggressive movement, aud an executive 
committee was chosen to make arrange- 
ments, 


x 3 


foes; an intrepid reformer; « bright 
editor ; an interesting author ; « 
churches of Bobemia and Moravia ; 
or 
sin charge of whole 
truth and religious liberty against secret and | ee 
AMERICA. | 
Is an article in a late number we noticed | ences were never seen in Pittsburgh before. 
the protest which had been made by the | The most striking characteristic of the multi- 
Local Committee of the Evangelical Alliance | tude® was the large proportion of people from 
against the so-called “‘ Freedom of Worship” | the working class—the very people the 
. Bill, the real aim of which was to introduce | churches try the hardest and least successfully 
Roman Catholic teaching into public institu- | to reach. At every service there were from 
tions. We learn that this Bill has given rise | four to five thousand people present, and on 
to a stormy discussion in the Assembly at | Sabbath afternoon, at the women's meeting, 
Albany. The Yew York Observer, referring | the hall was filled to the utmost more than 
to this discussion, says: “The Rev. James | two hours before the exercises began. Mr. 
M. King, D»., pastor of the Park Avenue | Sankey’s singing seemed to have lost none of 
Methodist Church in this city, made an argu- | its pathetic, persuasive power, and the multi- 
ment of great power last weck before the | tudes joined heartily in the familiar airs. Mr. 
Assembly's Committee on Cities against the | Moody spoke with great force, and his 
so-called Freedom of Worship Bill. Dr. | sentences were terse and telling, like these : 
King is Chairman of the Executive Com- | “I know more of God’s heart than I do of 
mittee of the Evangelical Alliance, and repre- | my own ;" “If you can’t do a great thing 
sents it at Albany, in opposing the passage of | for God, do little thing ;” “ Our Gospel i- 
this outrageous measure. He is thoroughly | a supernatural Gospel, and we must have 
master of the subject, and if the case were to | supernatural power to proclaim it ;" “Some 
be decided by argument and reason, he would | people think all that is necessary to consti! ute . 
be easily victorious in the battle. But it is|a Christian in the nineteenth century is to 
solely a political job, both parties wanting to 
conciliate the Romanists and get the Irish 
vote, and argument is of very little account 
with men who care nothing about the merits 
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MISSIONS OF THE AMERICAN BOARD 


this question. We are to sow 


sheaves in due time. 
brethren laboured for 


point of a 


wonderful ingathering which 


180 
if 
route from Benguela to Bihé, in Western Africa ; while the two are 
| Railandu and Bibé. The Herald claims for these that they are the fir 
been published of the places in question. The letters 
i inue to be reassuring. Mr. Sanders wrote from Bailunda: “ 
| the Lord does not mean the work to stop. We believe that 
back here. We would not have started for Bailanda in the 
i seemed folly: Had we known that our things were 5 
: considered it, under the circumstances, idiotic to push on. 
affairs in jast such portions, at such times, and in such 
) here. Then affairs took such a turn that we could not 
now, and rejoice in the belief that here the Lord wist 
| | present at least. It is s fact that seems to us significant that, in spite 
about restoring everything, the Lord has caused to be restored, besides t 
| just enough to make us thoroughly comfortable and no more.” 
Pi Between January 14 and February 1 there were organized, 
| mission of the American Board in Japan, four self-supporting < 
| . Matsuyama and Komatsu, being on the island of Shikoku. These 
| an aggregate membership of 195, an average of forty-nine each. It a. 
, Bi that in this Japan Mission it is now regarded as a pre-requisite & 
_ church that the community not only bave a man ready to become 7 
ig ready to support him. 
i Among the editorial paragraphs of the Herald there is one 
ig a local controversy, but which expresses with force an 
| i to the way of judging of missionary results in general. 
temporary journal to show that the missions of the 
| is connected can secure converts from heathenism at 
can do the work, has, not unnaturally, called out 
secular press. When the work of missions is presen 
assumed in thie article, it is to be expected that soof 
. We utterly refuse to discuss the comparative valu 
theory that this value can be estimated by divi< 
by the number of converts in each field. Every 
| of missions in pagan lands is still practically in the f 
iversary of the sending of the first missionary from the 
not yet come. In heathen countries the foundations | 
Institutions m established for the prosecution of the work in coming da 
| deeper these foundations, the broader these institutions, the firmer and wider - 
. be in the future. To reckon all the cost of a mission to the heathen for a y 
{ converts of that year is as absurd’ as it would be for a farmer to put all 
| a wood lot, and removing the rocks and stumps, upon the crop of 
| | Foreign missions have first to clear the ground. In some fields a glo 
| already been gathered; ia others it is yet to be seen. Some races 
: influenced by Christian truth than are others. In our Micronesian Missi 
coaverts at the first outaumber those in China more than ten to one 
. coming generations, it may be well questioned whether labours for 
| t persistent Chinese will not tell more upon the progress of the ki 
: | work in Micronesia, where the fruit is speedily gathered. We need 
| Pe beside all waters, and, doubtless, 
| more t -five among the Tel 
bes made the record of this mission 
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THE ANNUAL CONVERSAZIONE. 


* 


spent in handsome hall, where 
served, and the mutual greetings of friends from many parte of 
foreign lands were enjoyed. At balf-past four o'clock the company adjourned to 
library, where Sir Harry Verney, Bart, u.r., one of the Vice-Presidents of 


accepted the invitation of the Council were the following : Lord Waveney, 
Rev. E. V. Bligh (Vice-Presidents) ; Donald Mathesun, E-q. (Treasurer) ; 
Excellency the Servian Minister ; Rev. W. Muirhead (China), Rev. Mr. Warren (Japan), 
W. H. Bentley (Congo Mission), Rev. G. A. Shaw (Madagascar), Mr. Sinclair ( Haiwaiian 
), Rev. Dr. Draper (New York), Pastor Prior (Denmark), Pastor Hubert (Norway), Rev. 
(Italy), Rev. Dr. Marshall Lang (Gla-gow), Rev. Canon Taylor (Liverpool), Rev. 
Murray Mitchell, W. B. Carter, Exq. (Nottingham), Rev. Principal Angus, Lieut.- 
General Halliday, Rev. Dr. L. B. White, Rev. J. 8. Russell, Mejor-General Sir Charles 
Palliser, Rev. Dr. Gritton, C. B. Ker, Eeq., Colonel Elphinstone, Rev. H. E. Brooke, Rev. 
W.- Sandford, Edward Bailey, Esq., Rev. W. Roberts, Rev. B. La Trobe, Rev. George 
Jones, Major-General Sandwith, Rev. W. Tyler, General Stevens, Rev. Charles Graham, 
Rev. Harford Battersby, and many others. After a hymn of praise, the Venerable Arch- 
; deacon Richardson read a portion of Scripture and offered prayer. 
The Cuaremay, in a brief address, expressed his great pleasure in being called upon 
to preside, and said 
He felt thankful that the principles of the | some instances in which it had been necessary for 
Alliance were spreading, and new branches were | it to take a part in endeavcuring to remove the 


FTE 


& 
Fs 


| 
} lorious day when the Lord, the King Mp 
| | of God,” we now 
Societies hearts are 
unity of the Church 
ight to acknowledge 
administrations, yet 
and is gladly 
recognized. vange iance Conversazione, gives 
| | perbaps the fullest expression to this unity by gathering together for fellowsbip Christian 
| friends belonging to the various churches and societies represented in the anniversary 
| meetings. On the afternoon of the 12th of May, in Regent's Park College, by the kind 
| ission of the Rev. Principal Angus, the Conversazione took place, and was largely 
coffee were 
| and from 
the beautiful 
Evangelical 
' bas been for many years among its staunchest supporters, took the chair. 
10 OF LUC WOrk LOE | gious hit woich had @xiste 
basis of the parent society ; and the movement now | in different countries. He was rejoiced to think 
really seemed to have a greater hold upon evan- | that there was a power to-day which did not exist 
1 Christians. He that branches which they were able to bring 
| were formed in every coun Europe, excepting | bear u ifferent Governmente—the power 
Rassia; end as Russia was Probably some present recolject 
meeting at 
ing that there were 
ras wit observed that in njoyed lanes 
| since the formation of the Alliance there had keen ho 
Dis 
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for | missionaries would only leave China, we should al! 
the rivers, visiting the Chinese converts. On the cocasion of his 
and deciaring to the leaving there this time for England, the converts 
multitedes that came round about the way of 
through Jesus Christ. China was them, the men on the 
Wherever they went, the | one side, and the women on the other. He spoke 
overflowing with people ; and to them of what they had been and what they 
hed been | were, and their duty as followers of Christ. 

some of declared | listened with the deepest attention. A brother 
a bundred sermons in | the Charch Missionary Society also addressed 
English. wie Ge og them, and then native ministers and preachers rose 
undreds and thousands up and spoke to their fellow-Christians one by 
m crucified: The Chinese | one. 

cceedi fond of and professed Christianity y- heart 
the converts belonging | obtained. There were now 25,000 Chinese in fal! 
met once a month on | membership with the Church, and 40,000 profess- 
imitiated the meeting | ing Christians as well. They had sown in tears, 


were very 
missionary, but they) The Rev. E. (of Spezia) 
own. On| sidressed the meeting, and spoke of 
‘an: liberty that now existed to read the Bible in 
t we are one, and | Italy as compared with twenty-five years ago. 
to tace.” | He could quite confirm what the Chairman 
don’t you unite in one | had said on this point. 
many apparently disunited The meeting was then brought to « close 
“The fault is yours. If the ' with singing and prayer. 


PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 

Tae usual monthly meeting of Council Miss Fish, Dunbar. i 
was held on Thursday,, May 14; the B. Batterworth, Esq., Holmfirth. 
Treasurer presiding. The Scriptares were Miss Hunter, Edinburgh. 


read by the Chairman, and prayer was offered DEPUTATION WORK. 
by the Rev. Dr. Murray Mitchell. General Field gave a report of his recent 
NEW MEMBERS. deputation work. aa 
following persons were unanimously OBITUARY. 
| 
ete sun yokes nearly ten years, official Secretary of the 
Rev. F. 8. Webster Oxford. Alliance, and had continued to the last a 
Mra. Arnot, Oxford. warmly-attached friend of the society. 
) “Mr. J. Thornton, Oxford. The Council desired that an expression of 
Mr. T. Atkins, Oxford. their sympathy should be conveyed to the 
Rev. J. Sanger Davies, Oxford. bereaved widow and family. 


| MAY CONVERSAZIONE. 


| Mrs. Bartlett, Oxford. It was reported that the Conversazione at 
Regent’s Park College, on May 12, had been 
Poon, The Council desired that their hearty 
| ig tae - Snelling, Swansea. thanks be conveyed to the Rev, Principal 
Perry Morgan, Swances. and Mrs. Angus for their kindness and at- 
Mr. P. Clement, Swansea. an 
David Jones, Esq., Swansea. 
T. Phillips, Esq., Swansea. GLASGOW CONFERENCE, 
Rev. J. M. Jarvie, Greenock. A communication was read from the Secre- 
Rev. Jno. Tait, Dumbarton. tary of the Glasgow Committee, and a rough 


Robt. Binnie, Esq., Gourock. programme for the Conference submitted 
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| 
| 
themselves, and conducted it, uniting in prayer | but were now reaping oy: 
and delivering matual 
happy to see a fe 
one oceasion he asked 
fond of such a me 
7 “ Ob, it is so warm ; 
| are very happy to 
He “Ww 
| church, and form one 
instead of having so 
| places ?” The reply 
| | 
| Al 
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DEPUTATION WORK. 


the @ist of April. A public meeting was 


& 


3 


a pany of undergraduates. 
On the 26th (the Lord’s-day), in the Town 
Hall, a Gospel address was given to some 


meeting was held at their residence at 


Twickenham, and in « beautifal addres 
(given below) Mr. Rate introduced the 
deputation and spoke strongly in support of 
the Evangelical Alliance. General Field 
gave a sketch of the origin, principles, and 
work of the society, closing his address with 
an account of the General Conference at 


Copenhagen. 
-  Bome of the friends present had not pre- 


viously had an opportunity of bearing about 
the Alliance and its operations, and all were 


. | much interested. 


The following address was delivered by 
the Rev. J. Rate :— 

I am thankfal on this occasion, on which we are 
met together, to have the privilege of introducing 
to you the deputation of the Evangelical Alliance. 
General Field will explain to you its principles, 
and give you information respecting its work. 
Bat I wish first to point out to you the scriptural 
basis on which I understand it to be founded. 
In that profoundly solemn and affecting inter- 
cessory prayer of our Great High Priest, in which, 
before He suffered, He addressed the Father, 
bearing on His breast the names of all His people, 
He prays that they all may be one: “ Neither 
pray I for these alone [i.¢., the apostles}, but for 
the:n also which shall believe on me through their 
word ; that they all may be one; as thou, Father, 
art in me, and Lin thee, thatthey also may be one 
in us ; thatthe world may believe that thou hast sent 


ver embraces all believers, every true 
believer in Him must have participated in this 
unity. Then, with regard to the nature of this 
unity. It is not uniformity, nor does it consist in 
any unity of ecclesiastical organization ; it is the 
deepest, the most mysterious, the most intimate 
union, “As thou, Father, art in me, and | in 
thee, that they also may be one in us.” The 
unity of the Father and the Son is certainly not 
visible to the bodily eye : it is perceptible only in 


— 
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Lazor.-Gewerat Frevp, c.8., reported that 
be visited Cardiff, en roule to Swansea, on 
held at 7 p.u, in the Young Men’s Christian 
Association Rooms, but the attendance was 
not large. The chair was taken by Lewis 
Williams, Eeq., who expressed strongly 
his sympathy with the principles and work 
of the Evangelical Alliance. The address of 
was listened to with mach 
brief addresses followed, in 
society, by the Rev. N 
operations of the society, and the account of 
the International Conference at Copenhagen 
afforded particular pleasure. 
On the evening of the 23rd, ia the 
handsome new Wesleyan Sunday-school Hall, 
a second meeting was held, presided over by 
Dr. E. Davies. It was well attended, and 
the warm interest felt in the address of the 
deputation led at the close of the meeting 
to a resolution being moved by Dr. Rawlings, : 
and seconded by the Rev. Oscar J. Snelling, | 
It was through their word. All true believers are the | 
On the 25th of April, Lieut.-General | of this prayes for 
wag, | ment im the ease of every true believer in Him, 
eed, and on that evening from the day that, having ascended up to heaven, 
He poured out His promised Spirit on -His 
Church, and His apostles “went forth into all 
: the world to preach the Guspel to every creature ; ’’ 
ing, @ secon dress to a large company ia tn 
the Rev. A. Ml. Christopher's Rectory-room. | 
the oneness of mind and purpose which manifests | 
iteelf as a pervading power, and life, and ligbt, and 
love, in all the wariety and diversity of this 
| il | beautifal world, this cosmos, this vast universe in 
| which we dwell, and which bas manifested itself 
| 
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Trinity whereby the Son is of one substance with 
the Father. Believers, I need not tell you, are 
not of one substance with the Father, nor are they 
absorbed into the Trinity. The unity here spoken 
of is that union and mutual indwelling whereby 
the Holy Ghost, who proceedeth from the Father, 
and is one with the Father, dwells in all fulness in 
the buman natare of Christ, and from Him, as the 
fountain of life, imparts life and unity to all troe 
believers, (or “in Him dwelleth all the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily.” It is the unity of the Father and 
the incarnate Son, through the indwelling of that 
divine Spirit, who also unites the living branches 
to the living vine, the living members to the vital 
head, the living stones of the living temple to the 
chief corner-stone, binding them all together into 
one holy temple—“ the habitation of God through 
the Spirit.” This is that muteal indwelling 
between the Father and the Lord Jesus ‘Christ and 
all true believers, of which our Lord speaks when 
discoarsing, in the three preceding chapters, of 
the promised gift of the Spirit : “ At that day ye 
shall know that I am in my Father, and yoin me, 
and I im you.” When our Lord ascended to 
heaven, He left no visible head or representative as 
a centre of unity to His Church. Heyave His part- 
ing commission to twelve men, with equal powers 
and authority toeach. His only successor as the 
guide, the monitor, the advocate, and the com- 
forter of His people in His absence, is the Holy 
Ghost, whom the Father should send in His name. 
Hence this is specially the dispensation of the 
Spirit, which will continue til] He comes again in 
His glory. And then, when“ He shall have ac- 
complished the namber of His elect,” they will all 
appear with Him in perfected unity as His glori- 
fied bride, “without spot or wrinkle, or any such 
thing.” Hence the only external ‘unity of the 
whole professing Church, under one visible head 


christ. This word means either Vicar of 
Curiet or opponent of Christ, or both. Gregory, 
the Gret Bishop of Rome of that name, 
said that “the man who should asurp the title of 
Universal Bishop would be the forerunner of Anti- 
christ.” And we have in Rev. xiii. an owfal 
description of this all-embracing, despotic, aad 
tyrannoes organization: “And all that dwell 
upon the earth shall worship him, whose names 
are not written in the book of life” (ver. 8); 
“ And be causeth all, both emall and great, rich 
and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their 
right hand, or in their foreheads : and that no man 
might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or 
the name of the beast, or the namber of his name” 
(ver. 16). Now the Evangelical Alliance, which is 
ready to embrace all who formed the subject of our 
Lord’s prayer, is not an ecclesiastical organization. 
It does not in the least interfere with existing 
churches or denominations. It is the outward 
expression of that one mind and one spirit which 
dwells in and unites all who truly believe in 
Christ through the apostles’ word. And what is 
the form that this outward expression of the in- 
ward unity oaght to assume, and by which it is to 
be known to the world, so that the world may 
be led to believe in the heavenly origin of our 
Lord's mission ? Our Lord bas Himself told as: 
“By this shall all men know that ye aremy dis- 
ciples, if ye have love one to another” (Joha xiii. 35). 
“Bee how these Christians love one another,” was 
the testimony of the world to primitive Christianity. 
This is the test of our discipleship to the world. 
Again, this is the test by which we know that we 
ourselves are among the number of Christ's true 
disciples. ‘‘ By this we know that we have passed 
from death unto life, because we love the brethren. 
He that loveth not his brother abideth in 
death” (1 Jobn iii. 14). Finally, it is the test 
by which, at the last day, the reality of our dis- 
cipleship will be tried before the assembled world. 
“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto the least of 
these my brethren, ye have done unto me ” (Matt. 
xxv. 40). For a cup of water given to a dis- 
ciple because he is Christ’s shall in no wise lose 
its reward (Mark ix. 41). For who are the 
brethren ? Christ himself has told us. Turning 
to His disciples, He said, “ Behold my mother and 
my brethren! For whosoever will do the will of my 
Father that is in beaven, the same is my mother 
and sister and brother” (Matt. xii. 49). In the 
4th of Ephesians, the Apostle exhorts all Christians 
to “ walk worthy of their vocation, with lowliness 
and meekness and long-suffering, forbearing one 
another in love ; endeavouring to keep the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace.” And what is the 
ground, what is the motive, of this exhortation? It 
is the actual existence of that deep, spiritual, eternal 
bond which binds all true Christians in one, not 
for this world only, but for ever. He does not 


| procecdeth from the Father and from the Sos) 
: mored on the formless void, and brought it into 
) order, and breathed into the inanimate clay the 
. breath of life. It is that same unity, also, which 
) pervades God’s written word, which, through « 
: long succession of 1,500 years, joined together, in 
: one system of divine truth, the writings of men 
| of every social position, of every mental quality, of 
every degree of culture and education—t ings, legis- 
latora, herdsmen, fishermen, prophets. historians, bio- 
grapbers, and poete—all inspired by that one Spirit, 
who is the Spirit of the Father and of the Soa— 
“who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshipped and glorified, who spake by the pro- 
phets.” And bere we must be careful to dis- 
tinguish between things thet differ. The anity ° 
of Christ with the Father, of which He bere speaks, 
ia not that consabstantiality of the persons of the 
| 
| i or centre of ecclesiastical organization, in this 
| present dispensation, is the unity of Auti- 
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explained the object of the | spirit of devotion prevailed. The arrangements 
in this grave crisis, when | for the meeting were made by the Committee 
on the verge of a serious | of the Bath Branch of the Evangelical Al- 
graciously be pleased so to | liance, and the proposal that the meeting 
influence the hearts of men that a conflict | should be held came from one of its members. 
Tue following communication bas reached | gatherings. Accordingly, after some pre- 
us from a correspondent in one of the mid-| liminary interviews with the Vicar and 
Vicar wrote to the Mission 
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th, and the results, as far as man 
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| m the different bodies of 
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y personal and sectarian 
larger 
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: from two of 
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Signor Lagomar 
ow of Leghorn. 
iously, Dr 
reason fo 
depressed 
of our t lon 
to sneec and so I re 
Signor Lagomarsino 
piritual | were many who had 
i | y, little thinking I our church 
hich would vibrate through the first, because 
whole heart of Italian Christendom. and second, 
insisted expecially on the employment of of the 
| unfit or unworthy agents, and to the evil they | gelical cause. 
| had wrought in disuniting fellow workers in reason, he 
| the field, and to the rivalry of churches, and is co is undou 
used these words - ‘There is no reason why all | we have of it oe we ask - 
| the Methodist forces should not have united, | Could not each denomination sacrifice some- 
| and all the scattered Baptist efforts been thing on the altar of the Cross, in view ofthe = 
: blended. Union would have been strength. | immense benefit which would accrue, espe- Ads 
; And we certainly believed that years ago the | cially in Italy, where the priest feels so « az 
two speak, the Walden- | in calling our various churches sects 1 ‘ 
| » Would have run tegether. ' not all, or at least several, of our om | 
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action in regard to undergraduate education, 


as I have said, from the Committee of 
the Free Italian Church, met in Rome on 
March 27, 1884. A motion was made aod 
carried unanimously, and with a kindliness 


without compromising either party, 
with a view of knowing whether they thought 
an incorporating union of the two Churches 
possible, and if so, upon what terms, In a 
short time the anewer came, that the union 
was considered feasible, that the proposal had 
given great pleasure, aud that we might mect 
informally, later on, to talk over the subject. 
That meeting took place at Fiesole on May 2, 
1884, the day after the close of the three 
days’ delightful assembiea for the promotion 
of uzion and co-operation in Florence. There 
was @ frank interchange of opinion, not be- 
tween the official committees, but between 


— 


1 
fa 


Jane 1, 1886.) EVANGELIOAL CHRISTENDOM. 191 
. tions, out of love to souls, unite in one Italian | anddieputes in the mission field, it bad practic 
Evangelical Church without renouncing their ae exert a restraining and bealing 
proper autonomy ? idly eer im the petty and irriteting troubles 
give usa trong and Church, which | which arcee among the Charches, The mem- 
would win its way among the educated and | bers did not, therefore, feel themselves om- 
powered to summon « Congress for such « 
account of our divisions. subject merits | purpose as the unification of the Chare 
serious consideration, and we shall be giled 
if other brethren will take it up and 
deal with it as it dgserver, for with 
us it ie the question of the life or death of 
the evangelization of Italy. Statements and 
appeals of so truthfal and earnest a character 
were like good seed sown on good ground. 
The minds of the brethren everywhere were 
prepared, in the good providence of God, for 
their reception. During the tt now an ultimate Court of Appeal. 
summer of 1883, the Then, secondly, they decided to call an 
journals of Italy were Asembiea Promotrice, an assembly fur pro- 
discussion of this question moting union and co-operation on the basis 
large correspondence and interchange MEME | of confederation—that is t» say, for united 
from different minds thus ee 
matured the public opinion, the press, and all other matters of common 
way for the section which interest which lie outside the independent 
lowed. In November, 1883, missionary action of the various bodies. This 
‘ atto, of Venice, appeared u scheme having been carefully drafted, the 
He laid down his pen, which Asemblea Promotrice was held in Florence 
gently promoting the idea of on April 29 and 30 and May 1, 1884. It 
and, with his soul on fire, journeyed on MM | was composed of the members of the Inter- 
racred mission from place to place. 1 missionary Committee and other fifteen evan- 
the tacit consent of men like Signor geliste named by them, in exact proportion 
chet and Signor Gevazzi, he came to Florence, | to the number of communicants in the several 
where be found the way prepared before him, | churches. Evangelists, nct members, were, 
for the evangelists of all the churches had | however, allowed to take part in the pro- 
been meeting every month in pleasant social | ceedings. The second movement, which may 
intercourse for at least a year. Barriers | be largely traced to the remarkable document 
had, therefore, been thrown down, and things | of the nine Florentine evangelists, took its 
, were in train. We gathered the brethren 
Reference is then made to the letter ad- 
dressed to the Intermissionary Committee, 
composed of representatives of the six mis- | as agreeable as it was surprising, for only two 
Italy. of the members had been made aware before - | 
remarkable document, proceeding | hand of the proposal—that the Waldensian & 
age Committee of Evangelizition should be ap- ae 
servants of i 
Italy, and representing five diffe- 
gave rise to two move- | 
ntill proceeding in separate | | 
linea, and which we must | 
The one movement took its & 
Committee in 
other in the Evangelization | 
Free Italian Church, held 4 
in Rome. The Intermissionary Committee, «| 
which had been in existence for several 
years, bad for eighteen months been in abey- | |. 
ance. As it wes merely an informal brotherly | : 
gathering, taking no cognizance of differences | 
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